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The courts have not held the Thirteenth Amendment to disallow forced service in the armed forces. 


The courts have not held the Thirteenth Amendment to disallow forced service in the armed forces.' The federal government 
has been allowed to compel individuals to serve in the military forces, and such conscription is not considered to constitute 
slavery within the meaning of the Thirteenth Amendment.* A member of the U.S. military may also be forced to serve as a 
member of a United Nations peacekeeping force without violating the Thirteenth Amendment prohibition on involuntary 
servitude.* Moreover, the Amendment is not violated by the assignment of a conscientious objector, who requests and is 
granted the privilege of not bearing arms, to compulsory, involuntary labor in some civilian work of national importance.‘ 
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! U.S.—U.S. v. Sutter, 127 F. Supp. 109 (S.D. Cal. 1954); U.S. v. Smith, 124 F. Supp. 406 (E.D. Ill. 1954), judgment 
aff'd, 223 F.2d 921 (7th Cir. 1955); U.S. v. Lebherz, 129 F. Supp. 444 (D.N.J. 1955). 
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Reserve agreements 

Former members of Air National Guard with membership in reserve components of United States Air Force who had 
signed “ready reserve agreements” and after expiration of agreements were called to active service were not entitled to 
damages on ground that government subjected them to involuntary servitude in violation of their rights under 
Thirteenth Amendment where plaintiffs were commissioned reserved officers appointed by President, plaintiffs 
accepted appointments, served on active duty, and were paid for their services and served during pleasure of President 
as provided by statute. 

U.S.—Clark v. U. S., 198 Ct. Cl. 593, 461 F.2d 781 (1972). 


U.S.—Arver v. U.S., 245 U.S. 366, 38 S. Ct. 159, 62 L. Ed. 349 (1918); Immediato v. Rye Neck School Dist., 73 F.3d 
454, 106 Ed. Law Rep. 85 (2d Cir. 1996); Roe v. Unocal Corp., 70 F. Supp. 2d 1073 (C.D. Cal. 1999). 

Resignation from military 

Failure to accept resignation of military officer did not violate his constitutional rights as guaranteed by Thirteenth 
Amendment. 

U.S.—Baldauf v. Nitze, 261 F. Supp. 167 (S.D. Cal. 1966); Hesse v. Resor, 266 F. Supp. 31 (E.D. Mo. 1966). 
Enlistment contract 

Enforcement of an order requiring plaintiff, who had entered into an enlistment contract with the Air Force when he 
was 19 years old, to report for active duty would not constitute involuntary servitude in violation of the Thirteenth 
Amendment. 

U.S.—Lonchyna v. Brown, 491 F. Supp. 1352 (N.D. Ill. 1980). 


U.S.—USS. ex rel. New v. Rumsfeld, 350 F. Supp. 2d 80 (D.D.C. 2004). 


U.S.—USS. v. Berrier, 434 F.2d 572 (4th Cir. 1970); U.S. v. Rogers, 454 F.2d 601 (7th Cir. 1971); U.S. v. Anderson, 
467 F.2d 210 (9th Cir. 1972). 

Low rate of compensation 

The system devised for treatment of persons who by religious training and belief are conscientiously opposed to 
participation in war in any form does not deprive them of any of their constitutional rights even though, in practical 
effect, it deprives them of their full liberty and requires them to work at a rate of compensation far below what could 
be earned in civilian life and even below what could be earned in the armed forces. 

U.S.—Weightman v. U.S., 142 F.2d 188 (C.C.A. Ist Cir. 1944). 

Religious affiliation 

Order directing registrant who had been given conscientious objector classification to report for alternative service to 
hospital which was affiliated with different religious denomination did not constitute involuntary servitude. 
U.S.—Hall v. U.S., 437 F.2d 1063 (7th Cir. 1971). 
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